A model of quark mass matrices from six dimensions, which is nearly democatic in nature and which is previously constructed by two of us (PQH and MS), is studied in detail in this manuscript. We found that not only it fits all the six quark masses as well as the CKM matrix but also that there exists a region in the allowed parameter space of the model where the constraint on the parameterθ of the Strong CP problem is satisfied. This region itself puts a constraint on the CKM parametersρ andη. As such, through our analysis, there appears to be a deep connection between Strong and Weak CP in this model.
I. INTRODUCTION
The search for a plausible model of fermion masses is a continuing quest in particle physics. In particular, the quark sector is a fertile ground to test various models since it is there that one has the largest amount of information: quark masses, CKM angles, CP phase, and it is in this sector that most models turn their attention to.
Two of us have recently constructed a model of fermion masses [1] in which the mass matrix is almost of the pure phase form and is constructed out of four plus two extra compact spatial dimensions. As shown in [1] , one extra compact spatial dimension was needed to give a democratic mass matrix and another one was needed to make its matrix elements complex. In [1] , an almost pure phase mass matrix was found to take the form M = g Y v/ √ 2(1 − ̺ ij )exp(iθ ij ) with i, j = 1, 2, 3, ̺ ij << 1, and θ ij << 1, although Ref.
[1] contains a more general result. Our motivation for that work was based on an attempt to give a theoretical basis for the so-called pure phase mass matrix (PPMM) ansatz (similar to the previous form but with ̺ ij = 0) of Ref. [2, 3] which, at the time of its construction, was quite successful in fitting the various angles and masses. In so doing, we arrived at a mass matrix which contains the pure phase form as a particular limit. As we shall see below, the general result of Ref. [1] allows us to be able to fit the latest determination of the CKM elements [4] . Along the way, as stipulated in Ref. [1] , we found a special region, in the allowed parameter space that fits the CKM matrix, where the parameterθ of the famous strong CP problem can be found to satisfy the experimental boundθ < 10 −9 . This result is somewhat surprising since it is not at all evident that solutions of our model that fit the mass spectrum and the CKM matrix could also give values ofθ below the experimental bound. This connection between weak and strong CP is certainly very intriguing and will be the subject of our focus at the end of the paper.
The organization of the paper will be as follows. We first briefly review the construction of a democratic mass matrix (DMM) in five dimensions. We then summarize the salient points of the model of Ref. [1] : its construction in six dimensions and the resulting quark mass matrices. Next we enumerate and describe the parameters used in the numerical analysis of the mass matrices which is carried out in the section that follows. There we will show the allowed region in our parameter space where solutions are found to fit both the mass spectrum and the CKM matrix. Finally, we discuss a subspace in the allowed region where the boundθ < 10 −9 is obeyed. In particular, we present some thoughts on the possible physics which might be responsible for this behaviour.
II. DEMOCRATIC MASS MATRICES FROM FIVE DIMENSIONS
Before discussing the results of Ref. [1] , let us first review how a democratic mass matrix (DMM) [5] arises in the case with one extra compact dimension. A DMM is a special case of an almost PPMM with ̺ ij = 0, θ ij = 0, namely one in which all matrix elements are unity, apart from a common factor, and hence the name "democratic". As described in [1] , in order to obtain a democratic mass matrix and to avoid unwanted FlavourChanging Neutral Current processes (FCNC), we imposed the following permutation symmetries on the Action: S 
In Eq. (1) D 5 is the covariant derivative. (The gauge fields are supposed to be uniformly spread along the fifth dimension y inside the thick brane.) φ(y)δ ij is the vacuum expectation value VEV for the background scalar field Φ(x α , y). The attractive proposal of [7] to localize chiral zero modes at different points along the extra dimension y was adopted in [1] . As a result, m U and m D are the five dimensional "masses" which determine the locations of u c R (x α ) and d c R (x α ) along y. (As pointed out in Ref. [1] , in order to have an invariant "mass term" under the Z 2 symmetry, one has to require a "mass reversal" m → −m. The behaviour of m under Z 2 could come for example in a model where the "masses" are generated by the radiative corrections to the VEV φ(y), φ(y) → φ(y) + δφ with δφ being independant of y. Because Φ(x α , y) → −Φ(x α , L 5 − y) under Z 2 symmetry, at the same time δφ → −δφ originating in this "mass reversal".) In Eq. (2) k U and k D are the Yukawa couplings in five dimensions which have been chosen real and flavor independant and H(x α , y) is the five dimensional SM doublet Higgs field whose zero mode h(x α ) is assumed to be uniformly spread along y inside the thick brane. Here C 5 = γ 0 γ 2 γ y is the charge conjugation operator in five dimensions.
For the purpose of keeping track of the dimensionalities of various objects, let us remind ourselves that, in five dimensions, the Yukawa coupling k U has a (mass) dimension M −1/2 . A scalar field, in five dimensions, has a dimension M 3/2 . The zero mode of the SM Higgs field can be written as K h(x α ) where h(x α ) is the usual 4-dimensional Higgs field with dimension M, and therefore the constant C has a dimension M 1/2 . In dimensionally reducing the above action to four dimensions, the following dimensionless combination appears in the Yukawa term:
The effective action for the Yukawa term of the Up sector in four dimensions can now be written as
where a similar expression holds for the Down sector. As stressed in Ref. [1] , since all the q i 's are located at the same place inside the brane, and similarly for all the u 
where C 6 = Γ 0 Γ 2 Γ z is the charge conjugation in six dimensions. (The gamma matrices in six dimensions can be obtained in Ref. [1] .) In Eq. (9) we expressed the dependance from z only for the non-local interaction terms. The important point here is that while these interactions will produce an oscillatory behavior for the fermion wave functions along the sixth dimensions, the local terms, which are built using Γ 7 , are found to be responsible for localizing the fermions along the fifth dimension. The above actions are invariant under the family permutation symmetry S
3 . The vacuum expectation values (VEV) for the background scalar fields Φ and Φ ′ are given by
and
As in Ref. [1] , the family symmetry is broken by the background scalar field φ i (z)δ ij and by introducing different non-local "mass terms" m Q,i , m U,i and m D,i for each family. To break the family symmetry together with the left right symmetry along the sixth dimension will allow us to reproduce the right mass spectrum and the right CKM matrix.
As shown in Ref. [1] , the absence in Eq. (9) of local interactions of the formΨΦΨ, which will localize the fermions wave function along the sixth dimension, is obtained by introducing the discrete symmetry Q
As pointed out in Ref. [1] the realization of the Q-symmetry of Eq. (13) implies that the introduced orbifold for the compactification is
The nonlocal terms of Eq. (9) and the local terms containing Γ 7 are invariant under the above Q-symmetry.
B. The Mass Matrix
From the Yukawa action of Eq. (10) one can now obtain the effective action in four dimensions
where we considered only the up sector, but equal considerations hold for the down sector. Using Eqs. (5) and (6) 
where
In Eq. (16) we have used for ξ i 6,q and ξ i 6,u c respectively
which correspond to a VEV φ i (z) = V i tgh(µ i z) with µ i = λ/2V i . As pointed out in Ref. [1] , L 6 is now a generic symbol for the length of the physical space, which is L 6 /2 for the orbifold 
Following Ref. [1] , if one now uses the linear approximation for the kink, which is valid for 1/µ i ∼ O(L 6 ), all domain wall thiknesses along z are of the size of the compact dimension, one can obtain for the elements a ij the form (1 − ̺ ij )e iθ ij with ̺ ij ≪ 1 and θ ij ≪ 1. In the linear approximation for the kink one obtains the following expressions for a ij
As shown in Ref. [1] , one can explicitly carry out the integration and obtain
Now if ∆µ 2 ij L 6 ≡ x i j ≪ 1 and ∆m ij ≡≪ 1 one can expand Eq. (23) giving
which has the desired almost-PPMM form. It has to be stressed here that the expression for the mass matrix which has been used to make our numerical simulation is the one from Eq. (16) . This implies that when we looked for a solution in the parameter space, we did not have to restrict ourselves to the particular range of values for the parameters where both the linear approximation for the kink and Eq. (24) were valid. As pointed out in Ref. [1] , by looking at Eqs. (19) and (16) one can make the important following consideration. If one introduces the same "mass" term for lef t and right components for each family i, which means that m q,i = m u,i (and similarly m q,i = m d,i for the Down sector), then the mass matrix of Eq. (19) is hermitian, i.e. a ij = a * ji . In this particular case the mass matrices for the Up and Down sectors differ only by the Yukawa couplings and one will not be able to reproduce a realistic mass spectrum. Moreover the diagonalization matrices are the same, i.e. V U = V D , and V CKM = V † U V D becomes just the unit matrix. So in order to obtain a realistic mass spectrum and CKM matrix one needs to introduce different "mass" terms for lef t and right components at least for one sector. What will be shown in the following is that we will be able to reproduce the right mass spectrum and the right CKM matrix for the case in which both up and down mass matrices are not hermitian. While hermitian mass matrices do not give a realistic scenario, they have the important property of having a real determinant. This implies that the argument of their determinant is zero. As pointed out in [1] , this fact could form the seed for a solution to the strong CP problem.
IV. DESCRIPTION OF THE PARAMETER SPACE
In this section we are going to describe the parameter space for the model of Ref. [1] . The particular case we consider has 10 parameters. What has to be said here is that we started our numerical simulation considering cases with a higher number of parameters and only after examining the results obtained, we were able to reduce the parameter space to 10. This, by the way, is the same number of parameters found in the quark sector: Six masses and four CKM parameters. The 10 parameters we are considering are the following:
• g ef f Y,u and g ef f Y,d defined respectively by Eq. (6) and (7) • µ 1 , µ 2 and µ 3 whose inverses give the thickness of the domain walls φ 1 (z), φ 2 (z) and φ 3 (z) of Eq. (11) • ε q,1 = m q,1 λ/2/2f and ε q,2 = m q,2 λ/2/2f with m q,1 the "mass" term for the 1 st family left component and m q,2 for the 2 nd and 3 rd family left components
• ε u,2 = m u,2 λ/2/2f and ε u,3 = m u,3 λ/2/2f the "mass" term respectively for the 2 nd and 3 rd family right components, ε u,1 = 0
• ∆ε being the common split in m λ/2/2f of ε d,i = ε u,i − ∆ε with respect to ε u,i
As can be seen from the particular choice of parameters the background scalar potential does not break the left-right symmetry φ
i but on the other hand breaks the family symmetry φ i = φ j . The left-right symmetry is broken by choosing ε q,i = ε u,d,i and by choosing different ε i for different indices i one breaks additionally the family symmetry. The choice ε q,3 = ε q,2 comes from the analysis of the same model in the case of 11 parameters, where all the ε q,i were different, and which gave as a result ε q,3 ≃ ε q,2 .
V. RESULTS FOR MASS MATRICES FROM SIX DIMENSIONS
In this section we will present the results obtained for the parameter space and for the quantities of Table 1 .
We should point out that each solution that we found corresponds to a point in the parameter space with all the fitted quantities of Table 1 being in the experimental range [4, 8] . In Figs. 1,2 and 3 we give the masses of the 6 quarks in GeV evaluated at the M Z scale for three different cases corresponding to three different ranges of arg(detM) = arg(detM u ) + arg(detM d ). It will be clear in the next section why it is interesting to look at the quantity arg(detM) when we present a scenario for a possible solution to the Strong CP problem. We choose to evaluate the running masses m q (µ) at the scale µ = M Z , because the CKM matrix parameters V CKM ij are given at µ = M Z . This is a common approach for quark mass matrix phenomenology. See Ref. [9] for a review of the running masses and the renormalization group equation that describes the evolution of the running quark masses m q (µ) with the scale µ. The edges of each box in Figs. 1-3 give the uncertanties for the masses, which depend not only on the errors of the input parameters for the renormalization group (RG) equation, but also on the error of the parameter which governs the flow itself, i.e. the strong coupling α s (M Z ).
In the following we present two numerical examples corresponding respectively to arg(detM) ∼ O(1) and arg(detM) < 2 × 10 −10 . For each numerical examples we will also give the corresponding parameter space. Below we rewrite the expression for the mass matrix to make clear the role of each parameter.
where ε q,u,i = m q,u,i λ/2/2f with µ i = λ/2V i . In our numerical simulation we will ignore the phase factor exp(−i 2f
) in Eq. 25, which is independent of the indices i, j. All results correspond to L 6 = 1.
One word of caution is in order here. In comparing our results with the phenomenological extractions of the CKM matrix elements, we take into account the following points. 1) The magnitudes of V ub and V cb are obtained from tree-level decays and are to a very good approximation independent of contributions from new physics. 2) If one were to use the Unitarity Triangle parametersρ andη for comparison, one has to assume that possible new physics contributions (through loop effects for example) conspire to bring the apex (ρ,η) of the Unitarity Triangle to within the allowed band of the "unitarity clock". In the following we will use both points 1 and 2 to make our comparisons with experiments.
First, we give a numerical example corresponding to the case arg(detM) ∼ O(1). In Eq.s (26)-(30) we give the parameters space for the first case.
We have decided to present the parameter space in a more readable way but it is important to remember that the number of independent parameters is 10. In Eqs. (31) and (33) we give the numerical expressions for the up and down quark mass matrix for the first case and in Eq.'s (32) and (34) the corresponding mass eigenvalues. As one can see, the elements of the mass matrices, although not equal to each other in magnitudes, are of the same order, revealing their democratic origins. 
In Eqs. (35) and (36) we also give the absolute values of the mass matrices of Eqs. (31) and (33) which show that breaking the family symmetry does not destroy completely the democratic structure of the mass matrices. 
withρ andη being defined as
and sin 2β and γ as
In Eq. (47) we give the values for the arg(detM u ), arg(detM d ) and for their sum.
The following numerical results corresponding to a value of arg(detM) < 10 −9 are presented in the same way as the above example.
M u = 144.63 GeV 
In Figs. 4, 5 and 6 we give the absolute values of the CKM matrix elements for the three different cases corresponding to three different ranges of arg(detM). The uncertainties for each element are given by the edges of the corresponding window. Fig. 8 shows the solutions forρ andη. The sharp edges for the solution patches are due to the constraints imposed onρ andη. Fig. 9 shows instead the solutions for sin 2β and γ. It has to be said here that the solutions appear in patches because of the way the minimization process works. One obviously can not exclude other solution patches. For example, could we try to make the minimization process follow different paths by toying with the input parameters, temperature and number of iterations, (see appendix A), and by changing the initial conditions. The parameter space with the 10 parameters described in the previous section and which corresponds to the three different cases for the the three different ranges of arg(detM), are given in Figs. 10, 11 and 12. It has to be said here that the solutions presented correspond to a two step procedure. First we find solutions by requiring µ 1 , µ 2 and µ 3 to be larger than unity, because one can use in the physical space [0, L 6 ] the kink solution for φ i (z) instead of the kink-antikink approximate solution V tgh(µz)tgh(µ(L 6 − z)) [6] (the kink-antikink solution has the property of vanishing at both orbifold fixed point z = 0 and z = L 6 as required by the imposed boundary conditions to compactify on an S 1 /Z 2 orbifold). Second, using initial conditions from the parameter space already found, we looked for solutions whic correspond to very small ranges of µ 1 , µ 2 and µ 3 . The reason we did this is because we noticed that the parameters which were more relevant to fit the quantities of Table 1 were the "mass" terms of left and right components, i.e ε q,i , ε u,i and ε d,i respectively. As a result, in order to understand the dependence of the found solutions on the "mass" terms, we decided to restrict the range of µ 1 , µ 2 and µ 3 . The way one controls a range for a parameter consists simply in adding that parameter to the quantities one wants to fit, modifying the function f of Eq. (69) given in appendix A. For our numerical simulation we set L 6 = 1. This implies that the introduced parameters µ and ε have to be multipied by L 6 for a general case.
We have presented in this section an analysis of the quark mass matrices obtained in Ref. [1] . In this analysis, we have used 10 parameters and were successful in fitting all 6 quark masses and all the parameters of the CKM matrix. This is shown in Figs. (1-10) for three separate ranges of the quantity |arg(detM)| which was defined above. In these figures, each dot in the scatter plot represents a solution which fits the masses and the CKM matrix. As one can see, the solutions which correspond to |arg(detM)| ∼ 10 −10 and which will have a significance to the Strong CP problem, are within 1 σ and 1.5 σ of the so-called R-fit and Bayesian fit respectively, as presented in Ref. [4] .
VI. POSSIBLE CONNECTION BETWEEN STRONG AND WEAK CP
In this section, we will discuss a possible connection between the region of parameter space where arg(detM) < 10 −10 and the Strong CP problem. It is well-known that the non-trivial vacuum of QCD generates a P and CP violating term in the Lagrangian of the form
This term (66) gives a contribution to the electric dipole moment of the neutron [10] , [11] , with the current experimental limit [13] beingθ < 2 × 10 −10 . The mystery of whyθ should be so small constitutes the so-called Strong CP problem.
The most famous and elegant solution to the Strong CP problem is the Peccei-Quinn mechanism [14] whereθ becomes a dynamical field and relaxes to zero at the minimum of its potential. This dynamical field manifests itself as a pseudoscalar particle-the so-called Axion-whose decay constant is now severely constrained by astrophysical and cosmological arguments [15] . Another solution involving a massless up quark [16] is largely disfavoured by studies of chiral perturbation theory. A third type of solution to the Strong CP problem which has no axion, is the Nelson-Barr type of mechanism [17] which assumes exact CP at tree level and whose mass matrices have real determinants, and, as a result, the strong CP problem does not exist. It can arise at loop levels and can be "under control". However a realistic model of this type is yet to be constructed.
We have already mentioned that when we introduce the same "mass" term for left and right components (Eqs. (19) and (16)), i.e. m q,i = m u,i = m d,i , the up and down quark mass matrices are hermitian and consequently their determinant is real [1] . arg(detM u ) and arg(detM d ) are separately zero. This situation suggests that the symmetry of the Lagrangian that makes arg(detM) = 0 at tree level is the "left-right" symmetry of the components along the sixth dimension. If we also assume CP conservation at the Lagrangian level, this scenario would provide a solution to the strong CP problem. However this symmetry has to be broken because, as we have already mentioned, the case in which the quark mass matrices are hermitian does not reproduce the right mass spectrum and the right CKM matrix. One could imagine a scenario where the "left-right" symmetry is spontaneously broken. This will induce some loop corrections that will make the mass matrices deviate from hermiticity, reproducing the right mass spectrum and right CKM matrix. At the same time the breaking of this "left-right" symmetry could induce at loop levels a nonvanishinḡ θ. But one can envision a scenario were the deviation from hermiticity happens in such a way that arg(detM u ) and arg(detM d ), each being now of O(1), can cancel each other so as to keepθ < 2 × 10 −10 . As we have mentioned earlier, the solutions presented in this paper correspond to very small windows for the domain wall parameters µ i 's, because we wanted to put in evidence the effect of the "left-right" symmetry breaking, especially in theθ parameter. In searching for a quantity which could "retain the memory" of this "left-right" symmetry, we decided to plot, see Fig. 13 , the sum of the arguments |arg(det(M))| versus the "CoM", the weighted average of the "mass" terms along the sixth dimension, which is defined as
As one can notice from Fig. 13 , the sum of the arguments tends to go to zero for a particular CoM ≃ 0.125, and this behavior is confirmed in Fig. 14 . Notice that, for practical reasons, we have reduced the number of points (i.e. the number of solutions) in Figs. 13 and 14 in order to reduce the sizes of the files containing these two figures. The actual number of solutions is much larger than what is shown in these figures. Now one can think that the value of 0.125 for the "CoM" when the "left-right" symmetry is broken, and which corresponds toθ < 2 × 10 −10 , was also the value for the "CoM" before the breaking, whenθ was equal to zero. In other words one can imagine a scenario where the "mass" terms of left and right components are split such a way as to retain the same value of the "CoM". To invent a mechanism which could break the "left-right" symmetry and which could reproduce the scenario mentioned above is beyond the scope of this paper, but it is one of the main topics we would like to investigate in the future.
If one now looks at Fig. 8 which show the solutions in theρ,η plane for |arg(detM)| in the three different ranges, one can see that the solutions corresponding to 10 −12 < |arg(detM)| < 2×10 −10 tend to favor a particular region of theρ,η plane. In particular, the region of allowed solutions shrinks down in theρ direction constraining the parameterρ in the small window ∼ [0.3, 0.32]. These solutions are within 1 σ and 1.5 σ of the so-called R-fit and Bayesian fit respectively as can be seen from Fig. 8 . This could be an artifact of the way the minimization process works, but it could also be an indication that there is a deep connection between Weak CP violation and Strong CP violation in our model.
As we have already mentioned earlier, one cannot exclude completely the existence of other solutions, because of the way the minimization process works, but we believe that the results obtained here can give some very good indications of how the allowed parameter space might look like.
VII. EPILOGUE
We have presented in this paper a complete phenomenological analysis of the model of quark mass matrices as derived from six dimensions by [1] . With just 10 parameters, we have found a large number of solutions which can fit the 6 quark masses as well as the CKM matrix as can be seen in Figs. (1-9) . Furthermore, we subdivide these solutions into three sets: 1) Those that have 10 −1 < |arg(detM)| < 5 × 10 −1 , 2) those that have 10 −3 < |arg(detM)| < 10 −1 , and finally 3) those that have 10 −12 < |arg(detM)| < 2 × 10 −10 . The first two sets are given for the sole purpose of comparison with the last set which is most relevant to the Strong CP problem as discussed in the last section. As one can observe from Figs. (8) and (9), there is a deep connection between the weak CP parameters and the Strong CP phase. In order to satisfy the constraint on theθ parameter, i.e. |arg(detM)| < 2×10 −10 in our framework, the solutions obtained forρ andη are found to be within 1 σ and 1.5 σ of the so-called R-fit and Bayesian fit respectively. As measurements of weak CP parameters become more accurate in the future, they will either rule out or confirm our predictions.
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VIII. APPENDIX A
As mentioned above the model we considered has 10 free parameters. Relying on this freedom we were able to fit the 6 quark masses evaluated at an energy scale equal to the mass of Z gauge boson M Z , with constraints for the two ratios m u /m d and m s /m d , the absolute values of the CKM matrix elements and the CP parametersρ,η, or equivalently the three angles and one phase of the CKM matrix standard parametrization, for a total number of 10 quantities. The approach we used to derive the parameter space consists in minimizing a particular function, built in such a way that its global minima correspond to the region defined by the experimental constraints. This function is defined in the following way:
where θ(x) is the step function, N is the number of quantities that we want to fit, x th i is the predicted value for the ith quantity, x min i and x max i fix the range for the ith quantity, and < x i > is its average value. It is immediate to verify from Eq. (69) that when all the predicted quantities x th i 's are contained in the proper ranges, the function f takes its minimum value equal to zero.
The set of parameters which correspond to a zero value for the function f is called a solution. In our particular case the function we are considering is a mapping from R 10 to R. The parameter space is really big and to find the solutions, which correspond to the global minima of f , can be very challenging. The global minima of f can be infact surrounded by a lot of local minima which most of the time can make the minimization process fail. Therefore, just trying different initial conditions with the hope to find the good one that will allow the minimization process to follow the right path towards a global minimum can result quite inefficient.
It is a common belief that there does not exist a general recipe to follow for minimization problems. A minimization procedure that can be very efficient for a particular problem, can be very inefficient in an another case or even fails. In the particular case where the function that we want to minimize depends on many parameters, there is a minimization procedure, called simulated annealing [18] [19] , which seems to work more efficiently than others. This procedure is mostly used when the global minima are surrounded by a lot of local minima. Infact this minimization process can find a global minimum also after being trapped in a local minimum. The way instead most of the minimization processes work is to go, from the starting point, immediately downhill as far as they can go, but this often leads to a local minimum.
At the heart of the method of simulated annealing is an analogy with thermodynamics, specifically with the way liquids crystallize, or metal cool and anneal. When a liquid is cooled down sufficiently slowly, the atoms are often able to line themeselves up and form a pure crystal, which corresponds to the state of minimum energy for the system. But if the liquid is cooled quickly, it does not reach this state but rather ends up in an amorphous state of higher energy. So nature, as long as the process of cooling is sufficiently slow, is able to find the minimum energy state. The way nature works is based on the fact that for a system in thermal equilibrium at temperature T, the probability for the system to be in a state of energy E is given by the Boltzmann probability distribution:
This implies that even at low temperature there is a chance, albeit a tiny one, for the system to be in a high energy state. Therefore, there exists the possibility for the system to get out of a local energy minimum and move towards the global one. This principle has been incorporated in what is called a Metropolis algorithm [20] . Given a simulated thermodynamic system, it is assigned a probability P = exp(−(E 2 − E 1 )/KT ) to the change from a configuration with energy E 1 to one with energy E 2 . If E 2 < E 1 , P is greater than unity and in this case to the change is assigned a probability P = 1, which is equivalent to say that the system always makes such a change. In the case E 2 > E 1 , one can compare the probability P = exp(−(E 2 −E 1 )/KT ) with a random−number and make the change to the new configuration only if P > random − number. The system always takes a downhill step while sometimes takes an uphill step. The Metropolis algorithm can be used for systems other than the thermodynamic ones if we give:
• A description of possible system configurations.
• A generator of random changes in the configuration.
• A function E (analog of energy) whose minimization is the goal of the procedure.
• A control parameter T (analog of temperature) and an annealing schedule which tells how it is lowered, e.g. after how many random changes in configuration and with which step.
Going back to our particular case, the function f we want to minimize is the analog of the energy, and each possible set of parameters correspond to a particular configuration of the system. For the algorithm to work a control parameter T , with an annealing schedule by which it is gradually reduced, has to be introduced, as well as a generator of random changes in the configuration, that is in the parameter space. The way these random changes are taken is the following: a positive quantity , given by −T · ln(random − number), is added to the stored function value. The same quantity is subtracted from the function value corresponding to every new set parameters that are tried as a replacement point in the parameter space. (The new points are obtained using the downhill simplex method. The simplex is a set of N + 1 points with N the number of parameters, and the changes happen through reflections, expansions and contractions of the simplex). As mentioned before, this method allowed the system to jump from a local minimum and to look for a global one. The algorithm that we have used has been taken from numerical recipes [21] . Other than the initial set of values for the parameters, also the value for the temperature and the number of iterations which determine the annealing schedule to reduce the temperature, has to be given as input. The way these last two values were chosen, as well as the initials conditions is mostly the result of different attempts. The output of our code is a patch of solutions, which have been subsequently tested using an independent code written in Mathematica. Table 1 is defined by the edges of the corresponding window. FIG. 2 . Solutions for the 6 quark masses corresponding to 10 −3 < |arg(detM )| < 10 −1 . The masses in GeV are evaluated at the M Z scale. The range for each mass as given in Table 1 is defined by the edges of the corresponding window. FIG. 3 . Solutions for the 6 quark masses corresponding to 10 −12 < |arg(detM )| < 2 × 10 −10 . The masses in GeV are evaluated at the M Z scale. The range for each mass as given in Table 1 is defined by the edges of the corresponding window. 
